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Legal Developments
Modified New York Statutory Power of Attorney. Effective this year, New York has
modified the New York Statutory Power of Attorney with two significant changes. The
first was the elimination of the Statutory Gifts Rider, raising the limit of gifts authorized
within the Power of Attorney from $500 (without a SGR) to $5,000. This avoids the
annoying additional form. The second important change was the added requirement for
two witnesses to the execution of the power. Some sections were moved about, but not
significantly modified. Based on user comments, we expanded the options available
within the “Modifications” section and automated the insertion of the agent name if the
spouse was selected.
New Reference to Cryptocurrency. Our Digital Assets language has been slightly
enhanced by specifically mentioning cryptocurrency as an asset the fiduciary
controls. Without this reference, the power arguably was available, but it was not as clear
as it is now. Such novel assets are in the news and may (or may not) be the future, but
we wanted to address them specifically.

Product Updates
New Estate Planning Questionnaire. In a significant enhancement, our Estate Planning
Questionnaire, found on the Letters and Questionnaires choice at Question 1, has been
converted to a fillable PDF that can be emailed to the client (or posted on a shared server)
to be completed in electronic form and returned to the attorney. Even better is the option
to save that electronic file (PDF) and upload the client’s key answers directly into a Lawgic
answer file to start the drafting process. Paper responses from a client are still possible,
and a staff member can enter the specific information into either an EPQ for upload or
into Lawgic directly.
The Lawgic Estate Planning Questionnaire always has been extensive and
comprehensive—so much so, that some users have felt it would overwhelm a client and
have chosen not to use it. We have now added a shorter form of that questionnaire to
gather just the basic information for doing effective estate planning, shaving off many
questions about business and foreign assets.
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New questions. A new question was added to make it easier to name the spouse as
agent for the Durable Power of Attorney; instead of having to type in the spouse’s name,
simply identify the spouse’s agent status as Initial, Successor, or No.

Software Upgrades
Two New Search Functions Have Been Added:
Save A Search. The Search function now contains a checkbox that allows you to
save your search results to a text file, stored in your Lawgic title folder (e.g.,
Lawgic/NY_WT). This file contains all the information from the search, including the
question numbers, which can be parsed to create an editable list for our Flag Multiple
Questions function. This can be handy if you want to use some but not all questions that
have a specific search phrase.
Flag Search Questions. A second new checkbox allows you to flag the questions
in the Navigator relevant to your search phrase. Those flagged questions will be
highlighted in blue bold, which allows you to view in real time where your search phrase
appears in the program.
New functionality to remove “empties.” Occasionally, after certain functions were
performed, the program would inject an “empty” answer into one or more Repeat
Questions. Very annoying. The new version does not have this issue, and we now have
a tool (on the Answers menu) to clear those pesky empty answers out of existing files.
This will not affect other questions or files that do not contain these undesirable empties.
Updated Java version. This does not impact the functionality of Lawgic, but it does
improve stability and security.
* * * * *
To view the questions that have revised Law & Strategy use the "Up_2101" flag file. From
inside Lawgic, open any existing answer file; on the Flags menu, click Open Flags, select the
appropriate Title (click OK), and next select the "Up_2101" flag file (and click OK). To view all
flagged questions, click Expand All on the Answers menu and scroll the Navigator. Flagged
questions will be indicated with blue bold text.
Please continue to send us your suggestions on existing or new products.
Contact our Technical Support Department at 1-877-2-LAWGIC (252-9442) or email us at support@lawgic.com.
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